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The UN has estimated that by 2050, the world’s population will reach 9.8 billion. If SDG relevence:
consumption continues at current developed country rates, the inevitable result will

be a rapid magnitude of global extraction of natural resources and damage of 1 gﬁl;llljlﬂ%

ecosystems. The risks of higher operational costs, supply chain disruption and
greater future economic, environmental and social costs also create immense
opportunities for an economic powerhouse like the Greater Bay Area. SDG 12 m
encourages businesses to transition to sustainable consumption and production

patterns, which could improve resource management and support the creation of
circular loops. In this session, panellists will share how SDG 12 has been
successfully operationalised through their business agenda in tackling significant
environmental challenges, reducing future costs brought by the rapid economic
growth, tapping into new markets and business opportunities while strengthening
economic competitiveness in the long run.
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Speakers:
1. Mr Lijian Zhao, China Country Manager, Carbon Trust
2. Dr Karen Cao, Sustainability Lead China, DSM China Limited
3. Mr Joakim Cimmerbeck, Owner, eic

Session Chair: Mr Chee Keong Lai, Partner, Environmental Resources Management (ERM) and Climate
Change and Sustainability Professional, Vice Chair of EU Chamber of Commerce, Southern China
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Lijian ZHAO
China Country Manager, Carbon Trust

Mr. Lijian Zhao currently serves as China Country Manager for Carbon Trust. He
manages Carbon Trust's China office and oversee all of its activities in China,
including energy efficiency, green finance, off-shore wind, corporate advisory,
product carbon footprint, etc. Mr. Zhao joined Carbon Trust from the Energy
Foundation China, where he was the Director of the Environmental Management
Program. At Energy Foundation, he managed a portfolio of grants to support China
in improving the environmental regulatory system, fighting against air pollution and
managing the local environmental impacts of the energy lifecycle. Prior to this, Mr.
Zhao was a Program Officer for Environment at The Asia Foundation and worked as
a Consultant/Auditor at Sinosphere, performing supply chain CSR audits for multi-
national corporations. Mr. Zhao holds a MSc. Degree in Environmental Sciences,
Policy and Management from the International Institute for Industrial Environmental
Economics (IIIEE), Lund University (Sweden), University of Manchester (UK), and
Central European University (Hungary), with support from the European Commission
Erasmus Mundus scholarship. He holds a Bachelor of Philosophy from Peking
University. He is a visiting scholar at China Energy Group of Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (2015), and a LEAD (Leadership for Environment and
Development) Fellow (2006).
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Karen Cao
Sustainability Lead China, DSM China Limited

Karen Cao has over 17 years of extensive experience in environment and
sustainability fields for both public and private sectors. Currently she takes a
Sustainability Lead China role at DSM China Limited. Before DSM Karen worked
for Apple leading the “environment initiatives” strategies and programs
development in China. Besides this experience in private companies, Karen had
also worked for international organizations including United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and EU-China Energy
and Environment Programme Office for 12 years, where she had managed and
delivered a plenty of environment sustainability targeted programmes in various
industries and sectors. Karen Cao received a Ph.D. in Environment and Resources
fields from China Agriculture University and had a short study experience at
Hohenheim University of Germany.
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Joakim Cimmerbeck
Owner, eico

Joakim Cimmerbeck a former investment banker and keen investor in sustainable
and socially aware businesses. He has spent a decade working with paint products
together with his UK partner to bring to market some of the most superior in all
aspects paint products available for commercial and residential purposes.

He established eic6 in Asia 2008 and now the brand eic6 and eicoproducts are
available in selected stores in Hong Kong and China providing a growing base of
users with high quality paint products with an uncompromising stance on
sustainability.
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Chee Keong Lai

Partner, Environmental Resources Management (ERM) and Climate Change and
Sustainability Professional, Vice Chair of EU Chamber of Commerce, Southern
China

Mr Lai is a Partner at ERM, he has 25 years of experience in sustainability programs
including corporate social responsibility, suppliers’ assessment, and green supply
chains. His experience also includes validation and verification of carbon emission
reduction projects on behalf of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UFCCC), and environmental, occupational safety & health and quality
management systems audits, training and consultancy. Lai has extensive
international experience and exposure in countries in Asia Pacific, Europe and
North America. He was based in Beijing for about 7 years from 2008 to 2014.

Prior to joining ERM and becoming a Partner, Lai was working with the Responsible
Business Alliance (formerly known as the Electronic Industry Citizenship Coalition).
He was managing the RBA’s Validated Audit Program. He has developed, and
delivered 90% of the training courses, namely the VAP Preparation Course and
Code of Conduct Training around the world.

Prior to that, Mr. Lai was working with DNV with accounting knowledge (currently
known as DNV-GL) from Oct 1997 until Dec 2014. He has been working in different
business lines, namely, Business Assurance, Oil & Gas and Accredited Climate
Change Services.



